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The light show of a healthy firefly population is a magical experience worth 
protecting! 

World Firefly Day is tonight, July 6th-7th! Why is a “Day” running over a night? 
Because that’s when these amazing animals are out and about!

The glowing lights that firefly beetles use to talk to each other have inspired 
people around the world–but many of us have never seen the real wonder of a 
night truly full of fireflies.

Many fireflies are in trouble. Pesticide use and habitat loss makes it harder for 
them to survive. And the sheer amount of artificial light at night can make it almost 
impossible for fireflies to use their flashing lights to talk to each other. (Imagine 
trying to talk to someone in the front row of a rock concert, except the concert 
never ends and there aren’t any breaks between the songs.)

But there are still places where local communities have made the effort to protect 
the habitat and darkness that fireflies need to thrive! Many are open to responsible 
tourism, and provide an example of the magic we could bring back to our own 
neighborhoods if we work together to conserve fireflies!

Ready to celebrate fireflies?

Visit a firefly-sighting site and get inspired by the light show!
Help your local fireflies by providing pesticide-free habitat & turning off outdoor 

lights at night!
Join Firefly Atlas and help conserve fireflies by tracking the species around you!

Learn more at xerces.org/fireflies 

You can find our map of firefly-viewing sites on this page: 
https://xerces.org/endangered-species/fireflies/tourism

#fireflies #fireflybeetles #firefly #worldfireflyday #fireflyconservation 
#lightningbug

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
2 days ago · 

Extension Master Gardener volunteers learn how to garden smarter.  
  

Remember that the NCSU Plant Toolbox has filters in "Find a Plant". In the "Landscape 
Location" use the filter of "Drought Tolerant Garden". Perhaps add in the "Cultural 
Conditions" >  "NC Region" > "Piedmont" selection.

Virginia Cooperative Extension Master Gardener Program
3 days ago · 

Struggling with the recent dry weather? Plan ahead for next year with drought 
tolerant annuals:

Amaranthus
Dusty miller
Gaillardia
Gazania
Marigold
Melampodium
Mexican heather
Plume celosia
Rose moss
Zinnia

Guide to annual flowers here: https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/g6629

Image description: Title reads annual flower options for drought tolerance with 
pictures of Amaranthus, Dusty miller, Gaillardia, Gazania, Marigold, Plume Celosa, 
Moss rose, Mexican Heather, Zinnia
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AMARANTHUS DUSTYMILLER GAILLARDIA

GAZANIA MARIGOLD PLUMECELOSIA

MOSSROSE MEXICANHEATHER ZINNIA

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
2 days ago · 

Tired of fighting an overload of bugs or diseases? Are you planting the same crop in 
the same place each year?  The diseases and bug larvae are in your soil. Read more 
below to better your game plan!

(Also it is beneficial to use companion planting to get the good bugs to your plants or 
repel the bad bugs. )

Extension Master Gardener
July 1 at 11:00 AM · 

 Crop Rotation: Keep Your Garden Healthy and Pest-Free! 

Crop rotation is an effective way to outsmart pests and boost your vegetable 
garden's health. Here’s how it helps:

Reduces Pest Build-Up: Rotating crops disrupts the life cycles of pests, 
preventing them from becoming established.

Improves Soil Health: Different plants have different nutrient needs, so rotating 
crops helps maintain balanced soil fertility.

Disease Prevention: Crop rotation minimizes the risk of soil-borne diseases that 
can devastate your garden.

Here is more information from Washington State University: https://bit.ly/3RS97DH

Switch up your planting plan each season for a thriving, resilient garden! 

EXTENSION.WSU.EDU

Using Crop Rotation in Home Vegetable Gardens |
Snohomish County | Washington State University
Use of crop rotation can lead to a healthier, more productive
garden (printer friendly version) What is crop rotation? Crop
rotation is one of agriculture’s oldest cultural practices. In …

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
2 days ago · 

Here are a few ideas!

Extension Master Gardener
June 29 at 8:00 AM · 

As fruit is forming on trees and bushes, maybe you are thinking about adding 
some less common fruits to your home garden. Maybe elderberry, paw paw or 
serviceberry sound like an interesting addition for not only people but for wildlife 
as well! Read more about these different fruits and if they are a good fit for your 
area!
https://extension.umd.edu/.../less-common-fruits-home.../
ab&sl
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The Fungal Network · 
I saw the photo and got excited thinking that maybe it was a report that
North Carolina had dropped the prohibition on planting currants and
gooseberries!

Follow

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
2 days ago · 

Bookmark https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu as a great landing page that not only has 
excellent articles, but the menu on the left can get you to the 
* Gardening
* Plant ID database, 
* Plant Selection  (how to use Plant ID database)
* Attracting Birds, Beneficial Insects & Other Wildlife   
* NC Extension Gardener Handbook
and more of links to gardening topics, landscaping, and SO MUCH MORE!

EXT
GARDENING.CES.NCSU.EDU

Gardening | NC State Extension
El inglés es el idioma de control de esta página. En la m…
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
2 days ago · 

Meet a wonderful gardener from Forsyth County that we have met several times! Hello 
Teresa!

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers
June 30 at 10:00 AM · 

Meet Teresa Lowry, a shining example of the impact one can make as an NC State 
Extension Master Gardener℠ volunteer. From a lifelong passion for gardening to 
enriching her community, Teresa's story is a beacon for anyone seeking to 
connect with nature and make a difference. 

Dive into her journey and get inspired to cultivate your own passion for 
horticulture. 
http://go.ncsu.edu/readext?1011635

Our new series, "Why I Became an Extension Master Gardener℠ Volunteer," will 
spotlight the journey of Master Gardener volunteers. If you're an active Master 
Gardener volunteer and feel inspired to share your story, let us know in the 
comments, and we will reach out to you to discuss it. 

#MasterGardenerJourney #GardenInspiration #NCStateExtension 
#GardeningStory #MasterGardener #CommunityGrowth #gardenpassion
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
2 days ago · 

King Farmers' Market is in Stokes County, North Carolina.
June 24 at 9:12 AM · 

TWO chances to shop the King Farmers’ Market this week! We look forward to 
seeing you this week! Wednesday the bell rings at 11 and Thursday the bell rings 
at 4:30. Farmers, let us know what you plan to bring for us! 

@dragonflyfarmnc @wildwondersfarm @definingdesserts @engleberries 
@theschellfamilyfarm @twistedpineacres @beaver_creek_farm_nursery 
@rivas_ranch_official (not on IG Saint Basil Farm, Doreen Marr Photography, 
Moser Manor, Little Snow Creek Nursery, Humble Bee Apiary) @stokesymca 
#kingnc #stokescounty #stoco #ncfarmersmarket #stokescountyfood 
#wegrowwhatwesell #producersmarket #ncfarms #ncfarming #farmtofamily 
#meetyourfarmer #knowwhereyourfoodcomesfrom #outdoormarket 
#supportsmallfarms #farmbusiness 
@kingmoravianchurch1924

2024MarketLocations

Wednesdays11:00-1:00
StokesFamilyYMCA
105MooreRoad,27021

Thursdays4:30-6:30
KingMoravianChurch
228WDaltonRoad,27021
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
2 days ago · 

Exciting news was in The Stokes News! The King Farmers' Market is still at the YMCA 
on Wednesdays, but also extending into Thursdays from 4:30 - 6:30!  The Thursday 
market will also be in a new spot, the King Moravian Church. 

King Farmers' Market is in King, NC, United States.
2 days ago · 

We made the front page of the @the_stokesnews ! Come and see Harvey and 
Susan Moser, and our other vendors on Wednesday and Thursday next week! Two 
market days for you! #frontpagenews @dragonflyfarmnc @wildwondersfarm 
@definingdesserts @engleberries @theschellfamilyfarm @twistedpineacres 
@beaver_creek_farm_nursery @rivas_ranch_official (not on IG Saint Basil Farm, 
Doreen Marr Photography, Moser Manor, Little Snow Creek Nursery, Humble Bee 
Apiary) #kingnc #stokescounty #stoco #ncfarmersmarket #stokescountyfood 
#wegrowwhatwesell #producersmarket #ncfarms #ncfarming #farmtofamily 
#meetyourfarmer #knowwhereyourfoodcomesfrom #outdoormarket 
#supportsmallfarms #farmbusiness

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
4 days ago · 

 Happy 4th of July!! .  Amid the celebrations, look and celebrate our American 
native plants and their beauty. The fact that they are also food for nature is a good 
benefit!  

Elderberry Creek Farm & Nursery
June 12, 2022 · 

14’ by 16’
The average U.S. dining room is fourteen feet by sixteen feet. It is a place we 
humans feed, engage with each other, plan the future, hope, dream, laugh, love 
and have deep and profound memories in. Please go into your yard and mark off 
that same area. Plant it with Joe-Pye, Ironweed, Goldenrod, Bluestem, Bee Balm, 
Mountain Mint, Figwort, Rattlesnake Master, Rudbeckia, Coneflower and the list 
goes on. Provide some fresh water, a “puddling” area, maybe some twigs, leaves 
and branches. You will see a feast of joy, happiness and abundance that you never 
knew could be manifested and that can rival even your Thanksgiving meal. It is the 
smallest investment of land, time and dollars a person could afford but the payoff 
perpetually resounds. Thank you

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 28 at 12:04 AM · 

Reposting this from 2017, as we with bee houses are seeing the native bees buzzing in 
front of them as they choose a place for their next generation. This contains 
instructions to build your own bee house!

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association added 59 new
photos to the album: Solitary Bee + Beneficial Bug Houses.
June 29, 2017 · 

The Stokes Center of Forsyth Tech had a workshop to build a Solitary Bee House 
and learn about Beneficial Bug Houses. The June 26th class is part of the 2017 
Summer Agricultural Series, which are all free classes thanks to a grant. One of 
our members taught the class for the Stokes Center and several of us attended. 
See more on these classes at www.facebook.com/stokes.center/.  Please enjoy 
these pictures and diagrams!     

Honeybees may pollinate most of our crops, but it’s up to our gentle wild bees to 
make sure garden plants, ornamentals, and wildflowers get adequate pollination. 
Wild bees have been discovered to be better at pollinating a lot of plants than 
honeybees. Their gentle behavior is an asset since they are not hive oriented with 
that protection mindset.       

Entomologist Bryan Danforth of Cornell Univ., says the native bees are 3 times 
better pollinators than honeybees as "Honeybees are more interested in the 
nectar than pollen. Wild, native bees are mostly pollen collectors.” Blue Orchard 
Bees can pollinate about 2,000 flowers a day compared to 15 flowers by 
honeybees. USDA Agricultural Research Service states “About 150 alfalfa 
leafcutter bees working in screen houses or greenhouses would do the job as well 
as 3,000 domesticated honeybees.”         

But native bees need help, too. A Vermont Univ. research team found that from 
2008 - 2013, the wild bees lost 1/4th of their US population.

+55
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 16 at 10:08 PM · 

Celebrate your Dad today! 
[image from www.holidays-and-observances .com]

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Association
Education
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 16 at 9:41 PM · 

The Xerces Society
June 12 at 3:00 PM · 

Curious about your local fireflies? Help us conserve lightning bugs! 

Whatever you call these bioluminescent beetles, you can contribute valuable 
survey and observation data through the Firefly Atlas community science project!

Surveys involve filling out a data-sheet, catching, photographing and releasing 
fireflies, making notes of flash patterns, and recording information on weather, 
habitat, and potential threats. They also involve moments of magic and awe!

We are especially keen on surveys in Florida, the Southeast, the Mid-Atlantic, and 
the Southwest, where you might find threatened species like the Florida intertidal 
firefly, the loopy five firefly, the mysterious lantern firefly, or the southwest 
synchronous firefly. That said, data from all over the USA and Canada is very 
helpful — we still have lots to learn about the distribution, seasonality and 
abundance of fireflies all across North America.

Create an account and learn more about how to participate 
https://www.fireflyatlas.org/get-involved/how-to-participate 

#fireflies #firefly #fireflyconservation #wildlifeconservation #communityscience 
#citizenscience #fireflyatlas #entomology

FIREFLYATLAS.ORG

How to Participate - Firefly Atlas
Before embarking on surveys or submitting an incidental sighting, you’ll first n…

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 16 at 9:10 PM · 

Heads up that they are closed this year for visitors  at Frogholler Lavender Farm. 
See you next year!! Looking forward to seeing the changes you are making!

Frogholler Lavender Farm
June 10 at 3:34 PM · 

While the field is fresh, we are crafting Lavender Wands. Many of you know , there 
is a very short window in which these can be made.
If you wish to purchase a Lavender Wand this year: 
Large $12
Med. $10
Small $8
Sizes are approximate 
Large 10 inches
Med 8 inches
Small 7 inches
The farm is closed to the public this year, the purchases can be:
Mailed
Local delivery
Other arrangements call us.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 16 at 9:02 PM · 

N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
June 9 at 10:00 AM · 

Did you know that June is National Pollinator Month? Pollinators, including bees, 
butterflies and wasps, are incredibly important to our state's agriculture industry. 
Check out these fun facts on pollinators and help do your part to protect them all 
month long! #NCAgriculture  

Fun Facts on Pollinators: 
1) The added revenue to crop production from pollinators is valued at $18 billion 

2) Honeybees are the primary pollinator in America, but there are over 4,000 other 
types of bees in the U.S. 

3) Collecting pollen, nectar and other resources for the colony is the most 
dangerous task a worker bee must endure. 

 

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 16 at 6:59 PM · 

Extend the life of your plants by removing these whether squashing them, spraying 
with insecticidal soap, or dropping them into dishwasher soap & water. Read more 
below. The duct tape on the eggs work great!

This content on your Page is visible to others Exit View As
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Extension Master Gardener
June 15 at 8:00 AM · 

Squashes and pumpkins are finally taking off and producing blooms and fruit, but 
it is the season to be on the look out for the dreaded squash bugs. Monitoring and 
eliminating the leaves for egg clusters is the first line of defense, but there are 
other ways to avoid and eliminate these pests. Read more:
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/squash-bug-vegetables/
ab&sl

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 at 12:27 PM · 

Meet the new Director for our county! Matt is an expert in a lot of subjects, and turf 
grass is one of his favorites with years of experience!

Stokes County Cooperative Extension
June 11 at 12:00 PM · 

Join Matt Lenhardt, County Extension Director, on Thursday, June 13, 2024 at King 
Public Library to learn about fertilizers for your home lawn.

https://stokes.ces.ncsu.edu/.../all-about-fertilizers.../

AllAboutFertilizers
forYourHomeLawn
Thursday,June13th
12PM-1PM

NCCOOPERATIVEEXTENSIO

INCANT

heldatthe
King
Public

LibraryLibrary
Knowinghowmuchfertilizertoapply,andtimingof
applicationsiscriticaltocreatingabeautifuland

Carolina-Friendlylawn.Thisfirstpartofafourpartseries
willdiscussfertilizerratesonwarmseasonandcool

seasongrasses,howtocalibrateafertilizerspreader,and
howtoreadafertilizerlabeltomakeyourlawntheenvy

oftheneighborhood!

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 at 12:05 PM · 

They specialize in native plants! Go & learn

SATURDAY,JUnE15
11:00-4:00

ELDERBERRYGRECKFARMNURSERY
4524RUERRIDGERO.PFAFFTOWn

TALKWITHGARDEnEXPERTS
-MEETLOCALARTISTS/CRAFTSMEN

SAT, JUN 15

Ga-Ga for Gardening
4524 River Ridge Rd, Pfafftown, NC
118 people interested

Interested

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 at 12:00 PM · 

Union County Master Gardeners
June 9 at 9:55 AM · 

Beneficial Ladybug Larvae are everywhere around here. Garden Allies!
They’re voracious aphid eaters. 
These little insects can actually help control bad bugs in your garden. 

https://www.thespruce.com/recognize-lady-beetle-ladybug...

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 at 11:58 AM · 

Stokes County Cooperative Extension
June 7 · 

Oh sweet, summertime! 

Click the link below to view our Summer Newsletter.

https://stokes.ces.ncsu.edu/newsletters-3/

2024SUMMER
NEWSLETTER
NCCOOPERATIVEEXTENSION,STOKESCOUNTY

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 at 11:58 AM · 

Homegrown National Park
June 7 · 

Mosquito Fogging is DEVASTATING to your habitat.   
Mosquito Buckets are a cheap, easy alternative.
The active ingredient is Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTI), which is a natural-
born soil bacterium. This prevents mosquito larvae from maturing but doesn't 
affect other insects or wildlife.

1. Add water to a bucket. Find a list of places where you might be able to get free 
buckets at the bottom of this text.

2. Add small amount of hay or straw (some people report success using dry grass 
clippings  as well). Leave enough water surface for mosquitos to land.

3. Add about 1/4 of a mosquito dunk. Each one covers up to 100 sq ft of water 
surface area, so for a bucket you just need part of one. You can find dunks at most 
hardware stores or online.

4. Add a sturdy stick (or cover with wire) so that critters that fall in (frogs and 
such) can get back out.

5. Place it in the sun to ferment for a few days, and the hay/straw will create a 
brew that attracts the mosquitos in your immediate area.

6. If you have kids or pets, put the bucket up and out of reach. (to make sure it's 
not a drowning hazard)

7. Switch out your bucket setup every 30 days.

8. If you have a larger property, add multiple buckets - best away from your living 
spaces.

Here are some places where you may be able to get free 5-gallon buckets. Call 
ahead to see if they have any available:
Dunkin Donuts
Tim Hortons
Chick-Fil-A
Sam’s Club
Wendy’s
The bakery at Kroger
The bakery at Walmart
The bakery at Meijer
Safeway

#mosquitocontrol
#mosquitos
#HomegrownNationalPark

ECO-FRIENDLYMOSQUITOCONTROL

InsteadofThis TryThis
Addastick(orcoverwith
wire)socrittersthatfall
inaccidentallycanget
backout.

EachDariaidsMescateLarasFor31D
artorHer
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DUnKS

KillsM
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es

Fillbucketahouthalfway,
addasmallamountofhay
orstraw,thenabout1/4
ofamosquitodunk.

MosquitofoggingkillsALLinsectsand
isdevastatingtoyourlocalecosystem.

Placeupandoutofreachofchildrenandpets.

Mosquitodunksareaninexpensive
waytocontrolONLYmosquitos.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 at 11:57 AM · 

King Farmers' Market is at Stokes Family YMCA.
June 11 at 8:38 AM · King, NC, United States · 

We look forward to seeing you tomorrow! The King Farmers Market is open 
Wednesday! The bell rings at 11:00! Farmers, let us know what you plan to bring 
for us tomorrow! 

@dragonflyfarmnc @wildwondersfarm @definingdesserts @engleberries 
@theschellfamilyfarm @twistedpineacres @beaver_creek_farm_nursery 
@rivas_ranch_official (not on IG Saint Basil Farm, Doreen Marr Photography, 
Moser Manor, Little Snow Creek Nursery, Humble Bee Apiary) @stokesymca 
#kingnc #stokescounty #stoco #ncfarmersmarket #stokescountyfood 
#wegrowwhatwesell #producersmarket #ncfarms #ncfarming #farmtofamily 
#meetyourfarmer #knowwhereyourfoodcomesfrom #outdoormarket 
#supportsmallfarms #farmbusiness

OPEN

WEDNESDAY

11:00-1:00

StokesFamilyYMCA
105MooreRoad,King

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 8 · 

Sharing a video of the Danbury Demonstration Garden taken during April & May 
workdays at https://youtu.be/qSlyZdiDIYA. Facebook:  StokesEMGV
Website:   StokesMGV.org                                                      
    "Web Links"  can guide you to common links we share to assist people.
       NCSU Gardening Portal:  gardening.ces.ncsu.edu
       NCSU Plant Toolbox:       plants.ces.ncsu.edu

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Association
Education

Send message

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 4 · 

JC Raulston Arboretum
June 3 · 

Here's a clip of our expert staff members talking about cut flowers on our last 
#Midweek program, "Horticulture Hour Q&A " 

If you missed the live presentati… See more

0:00 / 0:45

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 4 · 

Happy in sunny dry soil!  Have you fed a pollinator today?

Southern Piedmont Natural History
June 4 · 

Butterfly Milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa) blooms from late spring through summer 
across the eastern United States in roadsides, fields, and woodland edges. 
Monarc… See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 4 · 

Extension Master Gardener
June 3 · 

 Attention Master Gardeners! 

As we spend more time in our gardens, it's important to stay informed about the 
heat conditions in our area. The CDC HeatRisk ma… See more

EPHTRACKING.CDC.GOV

HeatRisk | Tracking | NCEH | CDC
Check the HeatRisk forecast for your area and find out what you can do to stay…

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 4 · 

Love the King Farmers' Market!!

King Farmers' Market is at Stokes Family YMCA.
June 4 · King, NC, United States · 

We look forward to seeing you tomorrow! The King Farmers Market is open 
Wednesday! The bell rings at 11:00! Farmers, let us know what you plan to bring 
for us t… See more

1 comment

4w

Deb Merz
Got my veggie fix this am, thanks King Farmers Market..

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 4 · 

Work and play combined and benefits NC people!

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers
June 3 · 

Did you know that NC State Extension Master Gardener℠ volunteers engage 
thousands of North Carolinians through volunteer service each year, helping them 
to lear… See more

1 comment

4w

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers · 
Thank you for sharing!

Follow

11

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
May 21 · 

The Fungal Network  recently presented  How to Grow Mushrooms  to our group 
and some (Eventbrite) visitors. SEMGVA was happy to welcome Ernie Wheeler to 
teach this class. Ernie has been growing mushrooms for years, in fact, you might have 
visited their farm which was known as "Borrowed Land".  Thank you for sharing this 
mushroom world with us!

We learned about various mushroom types. They vary from the different colors of 
oyster mushrooms to Reishi, Shiitake, then wild one… See more

+9

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Association
Education

Send message
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
May 18 · 

Extension Master Gardener
May 18 · 

Have you already planted out your garden? Maybe you have a few slower growing 
seedlings that still need planted out? Don't just put them straight into the garde… 
See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
May 17 · 

Something you might not know about Goldenrod, the pollen is too heavy to be wind 
borne, our native bees  love it, especially blue-winged wasps. Those wasps’ 
favorite food is Japanese beetles.  That is a win-win!

Garden for Wildlife
May 14 · 

GOING FOR THE GOLD: Goldenrod is a powerhouse keystone plant species 
that pollinators love! More reasons to love this bright bloom:

   Wildlife Haven: Golde… See more

0:00 / 0:26
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