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4 minutes ago · 

Even though the recent rains have made mowing and weeding hard to do, this is the 
prime time for many weeds to go to seed. Frequent mowing helps prevent these seeds 
from forming and spreading.  If the weed, like Japanese Stilt grass, is showing seeds, 
try to mow and bag rather than spread the seeds of this invasive plant.  Hand pulling in 
small infestations is good as the roots come out easily, leaving your other plants 
intact.

Japanese stiltgrass germinates in early spring, several weeks before crabgrass, yet 
flowers and seeds much later, from mid-September through October. It has broader, 
shorter leaves than most other annual grasses.   See this NC Extension publication on 
management of stilt grass. 

CONTENT.CES.NCSU.EDU

Japanese Stiltgrass Identification and
Management | NC State Extension Publications
Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) Identifica…
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STOKESCOUNTYAGRITOURISMCONFERENCE

Pre-ConferenceSession:

"IsAgritourismRightforMe?"
Learnaboutthefoundationofanagritourism
businessandgainextrainsightfrombusiness

andagricultureleaders.

8:30am-9:45am

Attendthisone-dayconferenceatForsythTech
StokesCountyCenteronvarioustopicsaboutstarting

andmaintaininganagritourismoperation!

Friday,October11,2024
9:45am-4pm

Fri, Oct 11 at 1:30 PM IST

Stokes County Agritourism Conference
1165 Dodgetown Rd, Walnut Cove, NC 27052
16 people interested

Interested
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September 30 at 5:01 PM · 

After a flood, cleaning up your kitchen is crucial for staying safe. Here are some 
key tips! Stay safe and get your kitchen back in working order!  #FloodCleanup 
#KitchenSafety #FoodSafetyFirst #HurricanRelief #HurricaneHelene

BASICCLEANINGANDSANITIZING

•Removedetachableparts,suchasblades,plasticorwoodenhandlesand
screensfromequipment.

•Washutensils,equipmentanddetachedpartsinhot,soapywater.Usea
stiffbrushtocleanthoroughly.

•Rinseitemsinclear,hotwaterthatissafetodrink.Completelyimmerseall
cleanedandrinsedequipmentandutensilsinasanitizingsolutionfor10-15
minutes.

•Removeallpiecesandairdryonacleanandsanitizeddishrack.Usinga
dishtowelcanrecontaminatethedishes.

•Boilingcookwarecanalsobeusedasanalternativesanitizingstep.

•Emptyandclean/sanitizethesinkafterwashingeachsinkfullofdishesand
utensils.

Sanitizingsolutionscanbemadebymixing1tablespoonof
unscentedbleachin1gallonofwarmwater.Hotwaterwillmake

bleachlesseffectiveandmoredangeroustohandle.
NCSTATE

EXTENSION

safeplates

NCSTATE

EXTENSION

safeplates

BYNOSTATEEXTENSION

ITEMSTOTHROWAWAY

•Utensilsorcontainersmadeofporousmaterial
thatcanabsorbwater,suchaswood.

•Dishesandservingdisheswithcracks,chipsor
scoring.Thesecanbesalvagediftheywillonly
beusedfordecorativepurposes.

Safe Plates Food Safety Information Center
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6 days ago · 

Whatadvicewouldyougivetostudentsinterested
inpursuingacareerinthegreenindustry?

(A
Jaysuggeststhatyoungpeopleshouldwork
part-timetoexperienceitfirsthandandnot
waituntilafterschoolisovertodoso.

Mitchell's Nursery and Greenhouse
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Stokes County Livestock
September 28 at 3:22 PM · 

PLEASE do not take a load of hay or livestock feed to WNC unless you have a 
confirmed drop-off and dry storage area for it. Molded and rotting hay won’t be 
beneficial. If you have hay that you would like to donate to Hurricane Helene 
efforts, you can list it here. If you know someone affected, share this with them 
and they can request hay. Read This:

NCDISASTER.CES.NCSU.EDU

NCDA&CS Hay Assistance Portal
Disaster Hay Assistance Information The North Carolina
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services provides
a portal for connecting farmers who have lost their feed…
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Check out the King Farmers Market!!!

6 days ago · King, NC, United States · 

Only 5 markets left for this season! We look forward to seeing you tomorrow! The 
King Farmers Market is open Wednesday! The bell rings at 11:00! Farmers, let us 
know what you plan to bring for us tomorrow! 
@dragonflyfarmnc @wildwondersfarm @definingdesserts @engleberries 
@theschellfamilyfarm @twistedpineacres @beaver_creek_farm_nursery 
@rivas_ranch_official (not on IG Saint Basil Farm, Doreen Marr Photography, 
Moser Manor, Little Snow Creek Nursery, Humble Bee Apiary) #kingnc 
#stokescounty #stoco #ncfarmersmarket #stokescountyfood 
#wegrowwhatwesell #producersmarket #ncfarms #ncfarming #farmtofamily 
#meetyourfarmer #knowwhereyourfoodcomesfrom #outdoormarket 
#supportsmallfarms #farmbusiness 

@stokesymca

OPENWEDNESDAY

11:00-1:00

StokesFamilyYMCA
105MooreRoad,King

King Farmers' Market is at Stokes Family YMCA.
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September 29 at 10:16 PM · 

Well said. Prayers for our friends, families, and many others that are suffering.

September 29 at 3:18 PM · 

Folks...let's take a few minutes, a few days, weeks to mourn the massive loss of 
habitat, forests, homes, home gardens, natural spaces, wildlife refuges, parks and 
the loss of life of humans, wildlife and displacement of hundreds of thousands of 
same.. Helene's path of destruction through so many states...Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Western North Carolina... Lives lost, homes and 
businesses and property lost, gardens, parks, natural spaces lost and/or 
horrifically damaged. We all need to do what we can to enhance our precious 
spaces ...and help those who have lost everything. I'm in NC and grateful to be 
safe... but so many friends and family are not and the sights and messages are 
heartbreaking. Many places seeing record breaking flooding never seen before. Be 
grateful for the green, bough and bloom you have today...tomorrow Mother Nature 
can take it back. Plant more 

Amy Jo Edwards NC Native Plant Forum
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September 29 at 7:48 PM · 

The community showed up today!  

Thanks to everyone that donated their time, supplies, trucks/trailers, hay bales 
and more!   

Summary from todays collection:  223 round bales brought in today with 500 more 
staged for semis to pick up directly from farms, 340 square bales, 3+ pallets of 
livestock feed, pallet of dog and cat food, 15 boxes of step in fences posts, 2 
pallets of T posts, a pallet of depends and feminine hygiene products, pallet of 
diapers wipes and formula, 2-3 pallets of other hygiene and cleaning supplies, 
wire, buckets, water troughs, insulators, and other supplies.   

These supplies will be getting transported to the mountains in the next few days!

+10

Stokes & Rockingham County Young Farmers & Ranchers

1 comment 3 shares
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Barbara Brown
blessings  being a light to help others in need
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September 29 at 1:13 PM · 

September 27 at 12:41 PM · 

NCDA&CS

AgricultureWeather
EmergencyHotline

1-866-645-9403

N.C. Farm Bureau updated their cover photo.
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September 29 at 1:13 PM · 

September 28 at 12:48 PM · 

Do you own livestock? Are you interested in renting a cattle chute, a sheep/goat 
chute, or other livestock equipment? Visit https://go.ncsu.edu/farmeqsurvey and 
take a short survey about your needs.

Stokes County Cooperative Extension Unofficial City of King page
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September 29 at 12:38 PM · 

Here is a way to help out these flooded areas with such devastation 

September 29 at 11:13 AM · 

Our members hard at work this morning. As a reminder we are setting up a farm 
supply collection point at the upper piedmont research station at 1944 wentworth 
st Reidsville today from 3-5pm. Mainly collecting hay to go to western nc to help 
farmers impacted, but all farm supplies are appreciated!
#ncfarmer N.C. Farm Bureau N.C. Farm Bureau Young Farmers & Ranchers 
Tractor Supply Company

Stokes & Rockingham County Young Farmers & Ranchers

1 comment

1w

Stokes County Cooperative Extension · 
Thank you for sharing. This collection was on Sunday and they are not
currently collecting anything else. Stay tuned for more ways to help.
Thank you!

Follow
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September 23 at 10:22 PM · 

 Here are some of the good times at the Francisco FarmFest   We 
explained the stages in creating a painted bird house gourd with examples of the 
gourds at each step. One of the pictures has a brief synopsis of this. 

Our pretty flowers were a topic of conversation, especially when we had seeds from 
them and more choices available.  The soil test kits and gardening literature were 
welcome, too. 

Besides the music, the tractor parade is a highlight to see, from the old to the new 
ones! We also include pictures of some unique chickens that were so interesting. It 
was a great day to be in this farming community.

AleasExtensi
unt

dener

DANRIVER.ORG
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September 23 at 10:37 AM · 

This was a fantastic event this spring with thousands of seed packets. Excitement over 
the possibilities of this fall seeds version!

September 22 at 8:32 AM · 

Fall Seed and Plant Swap in partnership with Second Harvest Food Bank of NW 
NC!
Come out Saturday October 12th from 10am to 12pm to pickup free seeds and 
starter plants and bring extras you may have for others! There will be educational 
booths, light refreshments and much more! 
Address: 3330 Shorefair Drive | Winston-Salem, NC 27105
Second Floor | The Commons

N.C. Cooperative Extension, Forsyth County Center
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September 22 at 9:49 PM · 

Our group had a great time and met some wonderful people!

September 22 at 8:19 PM · 

A Huge Thank You to Everyone that came out and supported us yesterday! The 
Francisco community and the Our Communities of Northwest Stokes group greatly 
appreciates your support! Everyone had a great time, and the kids had a blast!

▪︎What did you like about this year's Francisco Farmfest ? 
▪︎What needs to be brought to our attention? 
If you have any thoughts, suggestions or concerns (good or critiquing), please feel 
free to leave a comment. Please be kind. 

We voted....and there will be a 2025 Francisco FarmFest!!! Yay!!

ThankYou!!

FARMALL GenealogyInTime.com

Francisco FarmFest
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September 21 at 12:05 AM · 

 Looking forward to the Francisco FarmFest tomorrow, Saturday.  At our booth, 
we will be showing the steps of making a birdhouse gourd. 

 Other items will be soil test kits, gardening and native plant literature, and free 
seeds. Plus some Extension Master Gardener volunteers who love to talk about all of 
the subjects above!

Storas! onMaster
•rAssociati

INC

MasterGardener
STOKESCOUNT

StokesExtensionMasterGardener
inteerAssociation

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Association
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September 18 at 12:00 AM · 

 Thanks to all who came by our booth at the Stokes Stomp! Saturday was a 
lovely day, nice temperature and no rain at the Moratock Park by the beautiful Dan 
River!  

We handed out our new information cards, gardening literature, and talked flowers, 
native plants, fruits and veggies!  Free flower and herb seeds were especially popular.

The kids enjoyed playing our pollinator toss game. Handing out acorns to encourage 
planting oak trees was well received, as oak trees support over 500 different kinds of 
moths and butterflies.

StokesExtensionMasterGardener

VolunteerAssociation
ICCOOPERATIvEEXTENSiON

NCSTATE

StokesExtensionMasterGardener
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GARDENINGPROJECT
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September 16 at 1:42 PM · 

The pumpkins & other fall items now abound at the local farm stands!! This one is cool 
with the train you can ride, a petting zoo, and fun for kids! They are on Hwy 66

September 16 at 10:21 AM · 

OPEN today here at the market from 10-5

+3

Moser Farm Market and Mountainview Central Railroad
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September 12 at 9:09 PM · 

---------  Forsyth County Extension's Fall Plant Sale  ------
In the Forks on Friday class on Friday, --September 13-- (not the 20th), you can 
preview some of the plants that will be for sale. They go over the selections and 
explain where it grows best and when it blooms, etc.

Reminder for Forsyth's Fall Plant Sale on ---Sat 9/21 8 AM - 2 PM--. See 
https://forsyth.ces.ncsu.edu/.../fall-2024-plant-sale-at.../  for details and links.

Shop early for best selection. At the link above they have a list of the plants that will 
be available.  For additional information, call 336.703.2850.

FORSYTH.CES.NCSU.EDU

Announcing the Fall 2024
Plant Sale at Extension!
The NC State Extension Master
Gardener℠ volunteers of Forsyth
County are excited to announce…
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September 10 at 12:24 AM · 

 We will have a booth there again this year.  Our EMG volunteers can 
help you with gardening issues as well as listen to your success stories!  

 So we invite you to come to this fun old-timey event with some great 
music and food!  The tractor parade is a delight to see and hear!   
Get the details at https://www.facebook.com/FranciscoFarmfest23

Francisco FarmFest

2 comments
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September 9 at 4:19 AM · 

 Come by our booth at the Stokes Stomp on 9/14 at Moratuck park by the 
beautiful Dan River! There will be plenty of vendors, great food, & wonderful music! 

 See details at
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
September 8 at 8:22 PM · 

 Monday is the day to enter items in the main building!  Bring on the entries for 
Flowers, plus Horticulture and Field Crops!  Also Baked Goods, Canned Foods, Home 
Furnishings, Sewing, Fine Arts, Crafts, Youth Division and more!  

September 7 · 

2024 Stokes County Agricultural Fair 
Tuesday, September 10th through Saturday, September 14th 
Website Link: http://stokescountyfair.org/ 
2024 Fair Book Link: http://stokescountyfair.org/online-fair-book/ 
___________________________________________________________
Exhibitors
Exhibits Accepted Monday, Sept 9th from 9am – 7pm
Exhibits Claimed Sunday, Sept 15th from 1:30pm – 4pm
___________________________________________________________
Parking: $3/vehicle – Please have exact $$ ready (collected by and contributed to 
Granite 322 and Renfro 691 Lodges)
__________________________________________________________
Gates & Midway Open
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 5pm-10pm 
Friday: 4pm-10pm 
Saturday: 2pm-10pm
___________________________________________________________
Admission Prices
General Admission (except Seniors): Tuesday-Saturday (Includes Unlimited Rides) 
$15 cash only (please have exact $$ - ATM machine available – we are unable to 
accept Debit/Credit Cards)

Children Under 2 – FREE (Small children may ride Merry-Go-Round Free with paid 
adult with arm band)

Senior Citizens General Admission (65+): Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat. – $3 (Friday 
FREE)

Wednesday: Special Needs, Additional Needs, and Disabled + escorting loved 
ones FREE Parking/Admission/Rides from 10-11:30am (Contact Erin McGoldrick for 
info 336-972-2848). THANK B&K Carnival Company AND your American Legion 
Post 290 for hosting!

Thursday: School Night – Students – $13 (unlimited rides)

Friday: Piedmont Cheering Hearts at 4pm in front of the Legion Building 
Friday: Senior Night (65+) FREE
___________________________________________________________
FREE entrance for all American Legion Post 290 current/paid members. The free 
pass is for walk-around only; paid ride tickets are required to ride the rides. 
Remember to present your American Legion Post 290 Membership Card at the 
Gate for FREE entrance.
___________________________________________________________
In the Barn
Tuesday: Poultry Judging at 5pm
Tuesday: 4 PAWS 4-H Club “Dog Training/Demonstrations” 6:30pm
Wednesday: Youth Goat Show at 5pm
Thursday: Horsin’ Around Show at 7pm
Friday: Youth Sheep Show at 5pm
Saturday: Youth Market Hog Show at 2pm
Saturday: Youth Cattle Show at 3pm
__________________________________________________________ 
Nightly Entertainment
Tuesday: Cake Sale at 7pm in front of the Legion Building
Tuesday: Noodlin Blues Band 7pm - 9pm (Beach and Country)
Wednesday: Too Old Too Young Band 7pm - 9pm
Thursday: Unhinged Band 7pm - 9pm NOTE BAND CHANGE
Friday: Taylor Vaden Music 7pm – 9pm
Saturday: Usual Suspects Band 4pm - 6pm
Saturday: Lasater Union Band 7pm - 9:30pm (Classic Rock)
___________________________________________________________
Bingo (moved to the remodeled room in the barn-Air Conditioning)
Tuesday–Friday 5pm-9pm
Saturday 3pm-9pm
___________________________________________________________
Be sure to SHARE this info with your family and friend! 
See you all at the Fair!

~2024Fair~
Sept10-14

Checkoutour

Website~
~FairBook~

~FacebookPosts~

ForalltheInfo

~2024FairScheduleGate/Midway~

•Mon~ExhibitorsONLYdropoff9am-7pm
•Tues~Gates/Midway5pm-10pm
•Wed~Gates/Midway5pm-10pm
•Thurs~Gates/Midway5pm-10pm
•Fri~Gates/Midway4pm-10pm
•Sat~Gates/Midway2pm-10pm
•Sun~ExhibitorsONLYpickup1:30pm-4pm
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Stokes County Agricultural Fair

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
September 8 at 1:39 PM · 

 Here is a GREAT OPPORTUNITY to get your gardening and lawn questions 
answered in an easy personal way!  

NCCOOPERATIVEEXTENSION

AskYourLocalExtensionAgent
YourTurf,Vegetable,andPlantQuestions!

Dates:

September6,2024
October28,2024
November4,2024

Dropinfrom10:00am-12:00pm
LTDFarmandGardeninKing,NC

Lookingforagreatwaytogetyourturf,plants,orvegetable
issuesanswered?Dropinforyourquestions,orevenbringplant

samples,forhelpattheExtensionHelpDesk.

Formoreinformation,contact
MattLenhardtat(336)593-8179ormalenhar@ncsu.edu.

N.C.CooperativeExtensionisanequalopportunityprovider.IncompliancewiththeAmericanswithDisabilitiesAct,N.C.
CooperativeExtensionwillhonorrequestsforreasonableaccommodationsmadebyindividualswithdisabilities.Please
directaccommodationrequeststo:MattLenhardtatmalenhar@ncsu.eduor336-593-8179.Requestscanbeservedmore

effectivelyifnoticeisprovidedatleast10daysbeforetheevent.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Association
Education

Send message
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
September 2 · 

August 30 · 

What's happening in the veggie garden at the Extension?  Early this summer there 
was Squash Vine Borer damage on the zucchini plants in the garden (see the 
pictures below).  This is one of the first pests to appear in your vegetable garden 
and is a common pest in the spring. The eggs are laid by a moth-Melittia 
cucurbitae-an orange and black moth that is active during the day. Eggs are 
deposited on the stem of the squash plant and the caterpillars bore into the plant 
quickly killing them. The plant will begin to look like it is wilting, and you can 
continue to water it which does not do any good. The plant dies quickly.  What can 
you do to stop this pest?  First, cover squash plants with a row cover until they 
begin to flower. Wrap each stem with aluminum foil to prevent the caterpillars from 
entering or use small dixie cups to prevent this. Rub the stem with BT to also 
prevent the boring. Plant squash in the Curcubita Moschata group (see below) 
which are most resistant. You can also plant the squash in July and outwit the 
insect which is another way of prevention.

Cucurbita maxima-buttercups, candy roaster, hubbards are most susceptible to 
SVB.  Curcurbita pepo-zucchinis and summer squash-moderately susceptible.  
Cucurbita moschata-butternut, calabasa, calabaza, crookneck and winter squash 
seem to have the most resistance to this pest. These squash have solid stems that 
are impossible to bore into.

There is also a video on buncombemastergardener.org -category-Insect Pests 
titled Managing Bad bugs in your garden.   SVB is the first one she talks about.  
Also, see the link below for  more information on this pest......

https://stanly.ces.ncsu.edu/.../beat-the-squash-vine.../

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers of Buncombe County

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 30 · 

Sharing this local farms' post to inform people of this huge outbreak of a disease 
affecting strawberry plants. This is special concern as plants in greenhouses were 
affected which are in more controlled conditions.  Events like this concern the farmers 
and horticultural groups as well as the buying public.

As we see the climate changing, there have been more extreme swings in heat and 
cold, dry spells and rainy days, and there more powerful storms, tornados and 
hurricanes. They mentioned Hurricane Debby was a catalyst for this current disease 
issue and the wide range . 

So what can we do?  Keep growing what you can at home, and supporting all these 
wonderful local farmers with the farmers' markets and road stands. Work smarter, not 
harder. 

The NC Extension has a great wealth of information to help in all aspects of gardening, 
landscaping, integrated pest management, Community Gardening, and so much more. 
A good starting point is the Gardening Portal at NC State University. 

There are in-person, zoom and recorded classes available via the County sites and 
YouTube channels for NC State Extension Master Gardener Program and JC Raulston 
Arboretum. Search for "NCSU gardening videos YouTube" and add your topic to the 
search line. 

The NC Extension Gardener Youtube channel includes videos on the marvelous NCSU 
Plant Toolbox. The NCSU Growing Small Farms website covers the Chatham Mills 
“Pollinator Paradise” Garden's great resources. This is for people who want to plant 
native plants to help the pollinators and the life cycles in nature that these changes in 
our climate and pesticides are having detrimental effects to insects, birds, and other 
small creatures.

August 26 · 

2025 Strawberry Crop 
Please read carefully and all of this!!! 

What a challenging year!! First too cold  , then too wet , then way too hot 
and dry, th… See more

Robertson Family Farm Robertson Family Farm
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 29 · 

August 21 · 

COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Second Harvest Mobile Food Bank is hosting a community food distribution event 
on August 26 and September 9. For these two upcoming dates, the event will be 
held at Lawsonville Elementary School located at 4611 NC-8 in Lawsonville, NC. It 
will run from about 8:30 AM until all of the food has been distributed. 

Please help share the word as there has been a location change since the last 
food distribution event. Thank you!

Stokes County, North Carolina

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 29 · 

Awesome image by a local nursery,  Elderberry Creek Farm & Nursery

August 28 · 
Elderberry Creek Farm & Nursery

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 29 · 

August 24 · 

When are melons ready? Melons may be at their peak this month, but when should 
they be harvested?

 Cantaloupe/muskmelon is fully ripe when it pulls off the stem easily (it “slips” 
from the vine).

 With other kinds of melons, a strong, pleasant aroma at the blossom (not 
stem) end is the best indicator of ripeness. These would include: the green-
skinned ‘Persian’, the pink-fleshed ‘Crenshaw’, the yellow-skinned casaba, 
honeydew, and many European cross types.

A watermelon is a bit more difficult, but good indicators of ripeness include: the 
ground spot (the underside where the watermelon laid on the ground) turning 
from white to pale yellow the tendril opposite the stem of the melon has dried and 
withered the skin of the watermelon has turned from shiny to dull there is a dull 
“thunk” when you rap the melon with your knuckles in the morning.

 Photo Left: The photo shows full slip on the melon on the right; the melon on 
the left needs a week or so before it will slip.
Photo credit: https://ucanr.edu/sites/sacmg/files/90459.jpg

 Photo Right: The photo shows a dried tendril on a watermelon.
Photo Credit: M. VanDerAa, UCCE Sutter-Yuba Master Gardeners

Source: https://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Monthly_Vegetable_Gardening_Tips/...

UCCE Sutter-Yuba Master Gardeners
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 28 · 

August 27 · 

TWO chances to shop the farmers market this week! We look forward to seeing 
you at one (or both) of our markets this week! Farmers let us know what you plan 
to have! @dragonflyfarmnc @wildwondersfarm @definingdesserts @engleberries 
@theschellfamilyfarm @twistedpineacres @beaver_creek_farm_nursery 
@rivas_ranch_official (not on IG Saint Basil Farm, Doreen Marr Photography, 
Moser Manor, Little Snow Creek Nursery, Humble Bee Apiary) #kingnc 
#stokescounty #stoco #ncfarmersmarket #stokescountyfood 
#wegrowwhatwesell #producersmarket #ncfarms #ncfarming #farmtofamily 
#meetyourfarmer #knowwhereyourfoodcomesfrom #outdoormarket 
#supportsmallfarms #farmbusiness 

@kingmoravianchurch1924 @stokesymca

King Farmers' Market is in Stokes County, North Carolina.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 28 · 

Extension Master Gardener
August 19 · 

Fruit tree pruning is different from landscape tree pruning. When pruning 
landscape trees the main focus is on structural pruning and safety, while fruit tree 
pruning focuses on fruit production. This can vary depending on tree size and fruit 
crop. Peaches require what would be considered extreme pruning for a landscape 
tree to produce the best quality fruit. In most cases fruit trees require more 
consistent care than a landscape tree. research the fruit tree you want to grow to 
be sure you know of the commitment required for success. 
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/.../pruning.../....

GARDENINGSOLUTIONS.IFAS.UFL.EDU

Pruning Deciduous Fruit Trees – Gardening Solutions

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 23 · 

 The results are in!  The always popular tomato tasting event at the King 
Farmers' Market was on Wednesday. The variety of tomatoes is wide and tasting new 
popular ones is always fun. A lot of us pick next year's plants to grow is from this 
event.  Congratulations to the Winners!! 

We apologize to our followers for not pre-advertising the event due to our admin's 
sickness.

August 21 · 

Thank you to everyone for coming out to King Farmers' Market for our Annual 
Tomato Tasting Contest! Congratulations to our winners: Little Snow Creek Farm 
with our 1st place tomato, '589 Red Slicer', and Saint Basil Farm in 2nd place with 
'Matt's Wild Cherry'.

Stokes County Cooperative Extension

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 23 · 

August 21 · 

We are really seeing the weeds flourish after all the rain that we have had. One of 
those is the DEADLY Jimson Weed. It has large, tubular, white, or purple flowers 
with large leaves. If bruised or crushed, it gives off an unpleasant odor. Scout for 
this weed, pull it up by the roots, and place it in a trash bag. Do not compost it! 
The seeds are the most dangerous part of the plant, but the plant itself is also 
dangerous. Wear long pants, a long-sleeve shirt, and gloves when handling it. 
Folks say livestock will avoid it, but there are two local producers that will tell you 
otherwise from first-hand experience. https://cefs.ncsu.edu/wp-
content/uploads/Jimsonweed.pdf

Stokes County Livestock

1 share11

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 23 · 

August 1 · 

safeplates
When:

October28-30,2024
9am-4pm

Day1&2:Educationallessons
Day3:Reviewandexam

Where:

StokesCountyAuditorium
700NMainSt

Danbury,NC

SafePlatesisafoodsafetytrainingcoursedevelopedbyNCStateUniversity.
CertificationisbasedonpassingaCFP-ANSIaccreditedexam.Itisequivalenttoa
Servsafecertification.ThisclassistaughtinpartnershipwithStokesCounty

EnvironmentalHealth.Registrationrequired.
Paymentisdueby12PMonOctober3rd.

Cost:$125
Registration:go.ncsu.edu/safe-plates

INCCOOPERATIVEEXTENSION
NCSTATE
UNIVERSIIY

PublicHealth
revent.Fromote.Frotect

N.C.CooperativeExtensionisanequalopportunityprovider.IncompliancewiththeAmericanswith
DisabilitiesAct,N.C.CooperativeExtensionwillhonorrequestsforreasonableaccommodationsmadeby

individualswithdisabilities.Pleasedirectaccommodationrequeststo:SavannahMeyersat

savannah_meyers@ncsu.eduor336-593-8179.Requestscanbeservedmoreeffectivelyifnoticeis
providedatleast10daysbeforetheevent.

Stokes County Health Dept

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 13 · 

 Hot days and a summer drought recently ended with some welcome rains. Our 
work days involved weeding, picking peppers and tomatoes, and planting more 
veggies. The large winter cover crops were cut and stored. The flowers bloom bring us 
smiles, but so do the seeds afterward. The harvest is welcomed at local food banks. 

One very close asset we have is the Dan River and Moratock Park. After a hot morning 
in the garden, walking barefoot in that clear river is a wonderful way to cool down! 

YOUTUBE.COM

June July 2024 Danbury Garden
Hot days and a summer drought recently ended with s…

Send message

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 11 · 

 One of our EMG volunteers built a makeshift greenhouse cover for a raised bed to 
protect from the 5-8" of rain  from the storm "Debby".  The young squash didn't rot 
in place nor were the plants crushed. This home got almost 8" of rain ! 

 It would be great if you could share pictures or stories of the techniques you 
used for this torrential rain storm in the comments below.  

August 8 · 

Storm "Debby" has given us almost 4" of rain today! As my squash and zucchini 
easily rot with too much water, I added a top cover to the 10' x 6' log frame raised 
bed. This cover might not look professional, but it works, as long as the clamps 
hold. 

This isn't my first time with this clear tarp, so I added a patio umbrella frame to the 
top to prevent pockets of water forming and crashing the tarp and branches down.  
The top structure was made for the tomato plants last year, so I'm adding a 
picture to show why the supporting branches are so crazy looking.

Update: My next door neighbor just told me it was 8" here! A further away friend 
got almost 7" of rain!

Alice Kiger

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 11 · 

Stokes County Cooperative Extension
August 8 · 

Did you know that N.C. Cooperative Extension has their own Disaster Response 
website? Learn how long food stays good during a power outage, get links to other 
helpful information during an emergency. Check it out at 
https://ncdisaster.ces.ncsu.edu/.

NCDISASTER.CES.NCSU.EDU

NC Disaster Information Center | NC State Extension
El inglés es el idioma de control de esta página. En la medida en que haya algú…

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 8 · 

  Alert!  The EPA immediately is stopping use of a product, known as 
Dacthal and DCPA. They are commonly used on crops like broccoli, brussels sprouts, 
cabbage and onions. See 

NYTIMES.COM

E.P.A. Pulls From the Market a Weedkiller
Harmful to Fetuses

Send message

https://www.facebook.com/privacy/policy/?entry_point=comet_dropdown
https://www.facebook.com/privacy/policies/health/
https://www.facebook.com/policies?ref=pf
https://www.facebook.com/business/
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https://www.facebook.com/policies/cookies/
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https://www.facebook.com/StokesCountyFair?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVvnwTarYoaVMsaZMOadWheetxEddevt3B9qzEnIj_miiug1c3AeW5qt56UjTlxXt9WnRBTNVLAN4EzeJzQL_jwHtbJiCo154ZschaO8rTU2tbKjU1EU0fuCOkTmVWEjXl10XuYUNCj_uTd6JGR4t7DlFqgn5jn0q8wL1gKw80a0fC_wf9IhV3EczNO9Di36aaqkMkNGfz3reHDvuNBEIktm6hYz3NaZFmTClD-aTYCbg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
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Harmful to Fetuses
The herbicide, used widely on crops including broccoli …
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Here's an ABC story about turning part of your lawn into native wildflowers. We 
recommend the Homegrown National Park site for learning about the reasons this is 
good for nature and ourselves and more information how to start. 

The first Comment will link to a page that contains a rich set of links that NC Extension 
has pulled together. Save a bookmark of this invaluable page!

ABCNEWS.GO.COM

Homeowners are increasingly re-wilding their
homes with native plants, experts say
The days of the perfect-looking yard -- often lawns tha…
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 1 · 

July 31 · 

Habitat Tip of the Week!
Consider Insect friendly lighting.
Outdoor lighting is especially perilous for insects. They can collide with lights and 
die, or become exhausted using energy that would otherwise be spent foraging. If 
they don't perish from exhaustion/starvation, they become easy targets for 
predators.

Fewer insects are attracted to lights with yellow colored wavelengths. Investing in 
motion-sensored , insect-friendly (yellow-colored) exterior lights makes all the 
difference in protecting insects.

Union County Master Gardeners

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
August 1 · 

August 1 · 

 Avoid "volcano mulching!"  Did you know that piling mulch against the trunk 
of a tree—creating a volcano shape—can harm rather than help?

#VolcanoMulching traps moisture against the tree bark, promoting fungal 
diseases and rot. It also attracts pests and can suffocate the tree's roots near the 
trunk.

Instead, apply mulch in a donut-shaped ring around the tree, starting a few inches 
away from the trunk and extending outward. This method allows for proper air 
circulation, helps maintain soil moisture, and supports healthy root growth.

 For more tips on proper mulching techniques from Ann Barnes, EMGV: 
https://durhammastergardeners.com/.../mulch-but-not-too.../

: LSU AgCenter

#Mulch #GardeningTips

HowtoMulchaTree

X
LSU
AgCenter
Research•Extension-Teaching

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, Durham County

1 share11

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 29 · 

Sharing a tip to improve & help your garden 

July 22 · 

Mulching's not just about aesthetics—it's a game-changer for our gardens, 
especially during dry spells!

Applying a generous layer of organic mulch around plants… See more

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, Durham County

22

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 24 · 

July 23 · King, NC, United States · 

We look forward to seeing you tomorrow! The King Farmers Market is open 
Wednesday! The bell rings at 11:00! Farmers, let us know what you plan to bring 
for us t… See more

King Farmers' Market is at Stokes Family YMCA.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 22 ·  · 

Tomorrow, check it out! Matt Lenhardt is an expert on this, we are excited he is sharing 
his knowledge!   Knowing which fertilizer is needed will save you money, too.

July 22 · 

Join Matt Lenhardt, County Extension Director, about basic lawn care.

Stokes County Cooperative Extension

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 22 ·  · 

With King Farmers' Market – We just got recognized as one of their top fans!  The 
relationship started back in 2013 when our group began!  

Save the date: August 21 is Tomato Tasting Day. Sample a variety of tomatoes and 
vote on your favorite!

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Association
Education
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