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We visited the Kordick Family Farms for
our July meeting. It is a marvelous apple
farm of ~200 different heirloom apple…
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  Congratulations to Our New
Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Class!  …
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education, stay for the fun and fellowshi…
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a day ago ·

Immediate actions before Monday's freeze for our area
There is expected snow in the mountains
----------- Stokes County  (no snow) --------------
Mon   Nov 10    42 / 26 degrees
Tues   Nov 11    45 / 31 degrees
Wed   Nov 12    61 / 38 degrees
Thurs Nov 13    61 / 36 degrees

* Harvest tender crops: Pick all remaining tomatoes, peppers, squashes, and zucchini. Green 
tomatoes can be ripened indoors. Peppers can be harvested for cooking, freezing or dehydrating.
* Water plants: Water plants thoroughly before temperatures drop. Moist soil retains and releases 
heat, which helps insulate roots from the cold.
* Cover plants: Drape tender plants with frost cloth, blankets, or old sheets, ensuring the covers 
extend to the ground to trap heat. Remove them in the morning after temperatures rise.
* Move container plants: Bring container plants indoors or move them to a sheltered location like a 
garage or against a south-facing wall.
* Mulch roots: Apply a layer of mulch around the base of plants to help insulate the roots and 
reduce temperature fluctuations.

2 days ago ·

 Let it snow, the first real round of accumulating snow is likely across parts of the mountains 
Sunday night into Tuesday morning. Here's my first call snow map. The … See more
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Sarah Southard
Patricia Wood Good advice here for managing plants for the weather change coming.

1d

Patricia Wood
Sarah Southard Thanks Sarah
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3 days ago ·

5 days ago ·

 Gardens are excellent places for students to connect with nature, observe plant growth and 
make discoveries outdoors. 

During this engaging statewide continuing education webinar, Remi Ham, former Assistant 
Teaching Professor in Horticultural Science and Farm-to-School Extension Specialist at NC 
State, shares design ideas and tips for creating engaging gardens for #YouthEducation.

 Watch Designing Youth Gardens To Spark Curiosity, Wonder & Imagination  
go.ncsu.edu/designing-youth-gardens
(or youtu.be/06JvSuLkb1Q)

 See Remi Ham's publication, "Designing Your School Garden: Kindergarten through Fifth 
Grade"  go.ncsu.edu/designing-school-garden
(or http://content.ces.ncsu.edu/designing-your-school-garden...)

#gardening #NorthCarolina #YouthGardening #SchoolGardens
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October 31 at 12:33 PM ·

Mitchell's Nursery and Greenhouse gets very creative!
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What do you think is the weirdest thing that happens in a greenhouse at night?

Mitchell's Nursery and Greenhouse · Original audio

Mitchell's Nursery and Greenhouse · Follow
· Oct 31 · 

1 comment

6d

Gloria Geardino
That was so cool!
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October 31 at 12:18 PM ·

 Happy Halloween!  Are you scared of spiders?  Check out this video!  A favorite beneficial 
garden spider is the writing spider! See Comment.
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Happy Halloween!  Despite their creepy affiliation with this holiday, #spiders 
are invaluable allies to gardeners.

North Carolina is home to appro… See more

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers · Follow
· Oct 31 · 
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micrathena spiders are really weird looking! Google them on an image search  
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October 30 at 3:06 PM ·

These pictures and video is by one of our members while visiting 
https://www.facebook.com/andersfarmstand.

October 30 at 2:41 PM ·

October brings farm festivals with lots of food and fun. Visiting Anders Family Farm's Fall 
Harvest Festival, I learned they were giving tours of a hydroponics greenhouse. The sight was 
impressive as they have been doing this for 7 years. A very interesting tour included tastings of 
a range of lettuces and herbs. So, yes, I had to take some home, too. Here are the pictures 
from that day at https://www.facebook.com/andersfarmstand. See
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Alice Kiger

YOUTUBE.COM

Anders Family Farm's Hydroponics
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October 30 at 3:05 PM ·

October 30 at 8:19 AM ·

 The results of the 2025 Great Southeast Pollinator Census are coming in... look at what we 
accomplished across the Southeast in this citizen science project supporting pollinators! 

More than 27,000 total counts were submitted for researchers to analyze. We'll share the 
numbers for #NorthCarolina when they're ready. Stay tuned.

Thank you to everyone who participated, and a special shout-out to the Southeast 
Pollinator Census leaders and partners who make the important data-driven project possible 
every year!

#pollinators #PollinatorCensus #gardening
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October 30 at 2:58 PM ·

October 30 at 8:00 AM ·

What are Neonicotinoids and Why Should We Care?, by Jeanne Arnts, NC State Extension 
Master Gardener℠ volunteer of Durham County

Most researchers attribute the alarming decline of bird and insect populations primarily to 
habitat destruction, climate change, and insecticide use. Jeanne Arnts addresses one of those 
issues, insecticide use, specifically a class of fifteen systemic insecticides known as 
neonicotinoids (“neonics”).  Used in the US on both agricultural crops and ornamental plants, 
neonics are having a devastating effect on our environment. Arnts offers ways to avoid these 
toxic substances in our food, water supply, and in our gardens. 

Read more here:  https://wp.me/p2nIr1-6C0

 Photo of Goldenrod Soldier Beetle-a beneficial insect. (Image credit: Jeanne Arnts)

#neonics #neonicotinoids #durham #durhamnc #ncgardening #insecticides #environment 
#sustainability #zone8a
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NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, Durham County
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October 28 at 6:15 PM ·

October 22 at 8:01 AM ·

 We're celebrating NC Native Plants Week! 

Check out the 1,066 species of North Carolina #NativePlants in theNC Extension Gardener 
Plant Toolbox  go.ncsu.edu/ncnatives
(or https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/...)

Use the filters on the left of the Plant Toolbox to pinpoint the right native flora for your 
landscape. Native plants balance an ecosystem, support native wildlife and pollinators, and 
beautify your garden! 

#NorthCarolina #gardening #NativePlantsWeek

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

NCSTATE EXTENSION
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Thank you.
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Anne Phillips You are welcome! We love the many capabilities of the Plant
Toolbox!
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October 28 at 5:43 PM ·

LAST DAY!  For 2025.

October 27 at 4:56 PM ·

This week is our LAST market of the 2025 season! Be sure to join us one last time at the 
@stokesymca - bell rings at 11 and it looks like you need your umbrella! @dragonflyfarmnc 
@definingdesserts @engleberries @theschellfamilyfarm @twistedpineacres @zanyflavors 
@beaver_creek_farm_nursery @rivas_ranch_official @piedmontplants (not on IG Doreen Marr 
Photography, Moser Manor, Little Snow Creek Nursery) #kingnc #stokescounty #stoco 
#ncfarmersmarket #stokescountyfood #wegrowwhatwesell #producersmarket #ncfarms 
#ncfarming #farmtofamily #meetyourfarmer #knowwhereyourfoodcomesfrom 
#outdoormarket #supportsmallfarms #farmbusiness
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lastmarket

forthe

season!

OPEN

WEDNESDAY

11:00-1:00

StokesFamilyYMCA
105MooreRoad,King

King Farmers' Market is in Stokes County, North Carolina.

October 28 at 5:33 PM ·

October 13 at 7:59 AM ·

Year-round privacy can be yours!  The NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers of 
Wake County have your evergreen screening solution. Check out their detailed publication full 
of plants perfectly suited for Piedmont landscapes! 

 This FREE resource, released in 2025, features evergreens that are grown and available 
locally. It also includes growing data like sun needs, growth rate, and wildlife appeal, along with 
direct links to the Plant Toolbox for more information.

We appreciate the dedicated team who invested 100+ hours into creating this research-based 
publication! No other reference offers such accurate guidance about evergreen screening 
plants specifically for local landscapes.

Not in the Piedmont? Find your local Extension expert here for #evergreen screening advice: 
go.ncsu.edu/garden-help-directory 

 Check out the publication  go.ncsu.edu/screening-plants
(or http://drive.google.com/.../1eadoBfB1ihE.../view)

Image credit: Wax myrtle by Jim Robbins

#NativePlants  #ScreeningPlants #gardening

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, Durham County
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October 28 at 5:30 PM ·

Great information for garden planning!

October 24 at 9:01 AM ·

 Wrapping Up NC Native Plants Week 2025! 

Our "Plant These Instead" archive is full of #NativePlant options that can inspire any North 
Carolina gardener looking to strengthen their landscape. 

Plant diversity is vital to a healthy, resilient environment. Our archive highlights alternatives to 
invasive or problem-prone species commonly planted in landscapes across our state.

See "Plant These Instead"  go.ncsu.edu/plant-these-instead
(or https://docs.google.com/.../1uZ3UNgaJDPrmARvub.../preview...)

#NorthCarolina #gardening #NativePlantsWeek
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NCSTATE

ExtensionMasterGardener

LessVigorousOptions

HybridClematis
Clematishybrid
Moststayunder6'

SwampClematis
Clematiscrispa
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SEUS,including
NC-available
fromspecialty
nurseries

ImagesbyCharlotteGlen

White-leafLeatherFlower
Clematisglaucophylla

go.ncsu.edu/plant-these-instead
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October 28 at 5:23 PM ·

 Always leave 3" of space around the trunk as mulch should never touch the bark.  Mulch should 
be 1-4" deep, unless it is pine needles when they can be up to 5" deep. Deeper mulch (or black 
plastic)  will interfere with normal oxygen and water supply to the roots. Landscape fabric can be 
used under the mulch, if desired.

October 16 at 7:00 AM ·

 Stop Killing Your Trees Without Realizing It! 

That neat little “mulch volcano” around your tree trunk? It’s not landscaping   it’s tree murder in 
slow motion.

You’re suffocating the roots, rotting the bark, and inviting insects to finish the job. The sad 
truth? Most “professionals” are still doing it wrong.

 Always leave space around the trunk  mulch should never touch it.
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Gardening Tips

October 28 at 5:11 PM ·

Rainy cold days like today give you the opportunity to expand your knowledge, especially if it 
concerns changes coming our way.

October 27 at 8:58 AM ·

 If you missed Climate Resilient Strategies with Dr. Lucy Bradley, here's your chance! Lucy 
shares practical, research-based strategies for managing North Carolina gardens and 
landscapes to be more resilient to increasing climate variability. 

Check out these actionable techniques to conserve resources and garden smarter for a more 
sustainable future!

 go.ncsu.edu/july2025ppp

Thank you to Dr. Lucy Bradley, NC State University Horticulture Professor and Extension 
Specialist, for presenting this valuable knowledge in our July 2025 Plants, Pests and Pathogens 
webinar.

#gardening #SustainableGardening #WaterManagement #NorthCarolina 
NC Extension Gardener
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NCSTATE EXTENSION

Plants,PestsandPathogens

ClimateResilientStrategiesfor
HomeGardens&Landscapes

withDr.LucyBradley

Watch:go.ncsu.edu/july2025ppp
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We agree. Thanks for sharing!
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October 28 at 5:10 PM ·

You can learn something new every day... read this one!

October 5 ·

Birds prefer "dirty" birdbaths with natural tannins from fallen leaves over chemically cleaned 
ones. Tannins have antifungal properties that actually benefit feather health. Obsessively 
cleaning birdbaths removes beneficial microorganisms birds need. Change water weekly, but 
skip the bleach unless algae takes over.

#BirdbathTips #AutumnBirds #NaturalWater #BackyardBirds #FallBirdcare #ChemicalFree 
#BirdWatching
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GardeningTips&Tricks

Naturalisn'tdirty.
It'sfunctional.

Letleavesstain

thebath.

Gardening Tips & Tricks
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October 16 at 1:00 PM ·

Ingenious idea! Wonder if the USA has these bricks?

Marielle Tabueda David Attenborough Fans
October 13 at 9:23 PM ·

In a first-of-its-kind environmental move, the United Kingdom has made bee bricks mandatory 
in all new buildings taller than five meters. These special bricks, designed with small holes and 
tunnels, act as nesting habitats for solitary bees — which make up 90% of the UK’s bee 
species.
Unlike honeybees, solitary bees don’t live in hives or produce honey but play a crucial role in 
pollination. Urbanization and pesticide use have drastically reduced their habitats, endangering 
food security and biodiversity. The bee brick initiative aims to restore balance by turning walls 
and facades into micro sanctuaries for pollinators.
Each brick is made from recycled clay and features multiple chambers where bees can lay eggs 
and hatch safely. The initiative began in Brighton and has since spread to other UK regions 
after its proven success in boosting bee populations. Architects now integrate these eco-
friendly bricks into public buildings, schools, and residential complexes.
Environmental scientists say this is a low-cost but high-impact innovation — a simple design 
solution helping reverse one of nature’s most alarming declines. Combined with rooftop 
gardens and wildflower corridors, bee bricks could transform cities into pollinator-friendly 
ecosystems.
It’s a powerful reminder that saving the planet doesn’t always require complex technology — 
sometimes, it’s as simple as rethinking a brick. 
Join the movement to protect our pollinators! Support the bee brick initiative and help create a 
buzz for a greener future:
https://ifeg.info/.../saving-bees-one-brick-at-a-time.../
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This content isn't available right now
When this happens, it's usually because the owner only shared it with a small group of
people, changed who can see it or it's been deleted.
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association updated their cover photo.
October 13 at 10:31 PM ·

Photo by Kyle Glenn on Unsplash.
Yellow insert from Homegrown National Park Facebook post
We highly recommend visiting the Homegrown National Park (.org) site and learning about their 
goals and Dr. Doug Tallamy.  
Check out the NWF Native Plant Finder tool that finds native plants by zip code and ranks them by 
the number of caterpillar species they host. See https://nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/Plants. That 
database was created by Dr. Doug Tallamy, too.

October 13 at 9:13 PM ·

Savannah (Stokes Extension), Catherine and Gloria (EMG Volunteers) enjoyed a "making a salad" 
activity with the PreK students at Walnut Cove Elementary on Oct 8th, 2025. Catherine read a book 
to them, always a great activity! They also had a scavenger hunt. 
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1 share44

October 13 at 8:33 PM ·
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October 13 at 10:01 AM ·

We acknowledge that the state of North Carolina is situated on the ancestral homelands of 
many American Indian tribes who have lived in this place, cared for these lands, and traveled 
throughout the region for thousands of years. Tribes spoke different variants of Algonquian, 
Iroquoian, and Siouan languages. We honor them as the first stewards of this place and 
acknowledge, with sorrow and remorse, the violent history of their dispossession and forced 
removal.

We respectfully acknowledge the Coharie, Eastern Band of Cherokee, Haliwa-Saponi, Lumbee, 
Meherrin, Occaneechi Band of the Saponi, Sappony, and Waccamaw Siouan and honor the 
enduring presence, vibrance, and diversity of contemporary Indigenous communities.

#NCIndigenous #NCTribes #IndigenousPeoplesDay

Image: Town Creek Indian Mound NC Historic Site, Montgomery County.

NC Department of Natural & Cultural Resources  is with North Carolina American
Indian Heritage Commission and America 250 NC.

October 13 at 8:25 PM ·

October 8 ·

We've asked you to help us track the spread of the non-native joro spider in NC on 
iNaturalist.org. 
But, it's easy to confuse the joro spider with several native looka… See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

ChristinaButler(CC) MattBertone

JoroSpider
GoldenSilk

©MATTBERTONE2013
Garden

JudyGallagher(CC)

OrchardSpider
©MATTBERTONE2021

BasilicaOrbweaver

NC State University Extension Forestry

22

October 13 at 8:22 PM ·

Excitement is growing about this set of classes!!

Stokes County Cooperative Extension Stokes county farm and poultry
October 13 at 1:28 PM ·

Join N.C. Cooperative Extension, Stokes County Center from 6-7 p.m. on Thursdays, October
16 - November 6 for a Beginner Homesteader Workshop Series. You can at… See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

This content isn't available right now
When this happens, it's usually because the owner only shared it with a small group of
people, changed who can see it or it's been deleted.

11

October 13 at 8:07 PM ·

Pretty Pollinators!

October 13 at 2:10 PM ·

 Moths of North America
Often overlooked beside butterflies, moths are quiet pollinators of the night — their wings 
painted in velvets, earth tones, and moonlight.… See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

Gardening Success Tips

11

October 13 at 6:09 PM ·

Learn from the experts!

October 11 ·

 In the September 2025 edition of Plants, Pests and Pathogens, NC State University 
Entomology Professor Dr. Michael Reiskind provides effective mosquito control strate… See 
more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers
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October 13 at 2:36 AM ·

October 4 ·

 Want to enliven your Western North Carolina garden with ornamental grasses?… See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers
Education

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers

1 comment 1 share

4w

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers
Thanks for sharing! 

Send message
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October 13 at 2:29 AM ·

October 10 ·

 Are you ready to explore the growing field of therapeutic horticulture? … See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers

11

October 5 ·

Happy 10th anniversary to helpful Linda! Stokes County has some great local businesses with 
fall mums & flowers, veggies, decor & more!!! Shop local 

October 4 ·

We are absolutely thrilled to be celebrating a decade of dedication and plant knowledge with 
our Lead Cashier, Linda!… See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association

Mitchell's Nursery and Greenhouse

2 comments

View more comments

5w

Kris Monroe
Linda is the best!
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